Anthony Montemarano
Professor LoMonico
Methods 2
Film Unit Overview
The Movie I have chosen to teach is Stephen Spielberg’s Saving Private Ryan. For this unit, the students will have watched the movie over the weekend before the unit begins. While they are given a class copy to watch, they are also given the Film Project handout. They will engage in a deep critical analysis while watching this film, for the purpose of learning the skills necessary to create their own movie. 
The first lesson deals with the Monomyth. This is the idea of the Hero Archetype, or the, “Hero with a thousand faces.” As this movie fits the mold like so many before it, it is important for the sake of learning to understand the structure of the film. This way we can relate it to books that have previously been read, or even movies one has seen before.
The second lesson deals with the characterization within the movie. The characterization differs within movies compared to novels. Therefore the students will be studying the different methods used by the author to introduce the characters, as well as comparing it to the characterization within a novel.
The third lesson is focused on the cinematography within the movie. This film was praised for its groundbreaking realism and it would be a shame for students not to be given the reasoning why. This includes the uses of standard shots (like close up and establishing), while also focusing on the less common like the shaking camera or rhyming shots.
The fourth lesson involves information placed by the author that can only be obtained by a close critical reading. Without searching for this information, one would not find it. Several viewings, as well as research is required to decipher some of the scenes included within this lesson. Also included are some of the different things the director chose to do to change the emotions of the film, and alter ones perception.
The fifth lesson brings everything together, this is where the students will be working within their groups to put together a movie of their own. This is the ultimate test of how the students understood the unit. Without an understanding of the tasks given, the outcome will be reflected in the finished product.
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Film Defense
Saving Private Ryan is a hero’s story of sacrifice and brotherhood. We follow Captain John Miller (Tom Hanks) through his journey in France in World War 2. Miller is sent on a mission to find Private Ryan after the Army realizes that the other three Ryan brothers were killed in action. To avoid sending home another American flag to Mrs. Ryan, the army chooses Captain Miller and his team to go and retrieve Private Ryan, and to send him home. 
This film seems appropriate to teach for a film unit because of the groundbreaking realism, and the techniques utilized to provide this effect. This movie won 5 Oscars including: Best Cinematography, Best Director, Best Effects/ Sound Effect editing, Best Film Editing, and Best Sound, as well as being nominated for 6 other awards. This is a very teachable Movie as there are many components that make it an important piece of non print Literature. It is important to use this technical masterpiece to teach the components necessary to create a good film.
For the sake of this lesson, with the areas of film that are being focused on, this film fits the mold perfectly. Especially since the academy agrees with two of the awards going to Cinematography and Directing. The skills taught in this lesson reflect those which are shown in the film. When teaching a film unit with an ending project such as this one, it is common sense that you teach using the best. At the completion of this unit, the students will have the skills necessary to engage in a close critical analysis of movies, and prove that with the construction of their own film. 




Name_____________________________                                                        Date______________________


Film Project
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For this film assignment you will need to make a group of 5 people. The task to be completed will be the creation of a 5 minute short film that contains all of the tools reviewed in this unit. These skills include:
· An understanding of the Monomyth
· Knowledge of Cinematography
· Knowledge of characterization for film
· An understanding of Directors as Authors
This film does not have to be about war, but must follow the above guidelines. It must demonstrate the skills learned within the unit. 





Lesson 1   “The Fellowship of the Ryan”                                           
	                    The Monomyth and film 

	                    MOVIE SECTION COVERED IN THIS LESSON
00:36:20-00:38:25  The Call
00:42:43-00:42:09  Supernatural Aid 
01:05:46-01:08:47  Refusal of the call
01:27:00-01:32:00 The Road of Trials
01:50:31-01:53:30  The Crossing of the Threshold
02:28:12-02:34:15 The Belly of the Whale
02:35:42-02:39:00 The Return              


WHAT’S ON FOR     
TODAY AND WHY     
The  journey of the hero is considered to be the oldest story known to man. Cultures across time and nations have had their own versions of the story. Today many stories follow similar archetypes. Today will be devoted to the understanding of the major points in this film as they follow that of the Monomyth. The film itself does not encompass all of the characteristics, but the major ones can be seen. This will be important for this unit because the ending product will be a Monomyth story that encompasses all of the skills learned throughout the week.
	The archetype is important to understand because it will set a structure for the students to follow, therefore scaffolding the lesson for a successful ending product. The Monomyth story encompasses the human experience and is often found in both popular culture, and many religions. It is also common in most epics. The knowledge and understanding of this archetype will help students in making connections between canonized literature and film. With this understanding, the students will learn the structure for their unit assignment.

WHAT TO DO          1.Essential Questions 
Write the essential question on the board so students see it as they walk in. Why is the knowledge of story composition important? Why do you think so many stories are similar? How are Directors similar to Authors?

2. Give out the Handout
Break the students up into groups of 5. They can choose groups as these will be the groups that they create their film in. Pass out the Monomyth handout. Give the students an opportunity to try and figure out which of the scenes of the movie fit into the categories of the handout.

 3. Play/Pause/Speak
Play each of the clips, clarifying which sections represent each part of the Monomyth handout. It is important for the students to understand each section as they will be including these milestones within their own films. 

4. Groups
The groups will be given time to work on developing their story, coming up with an event for each milestone to begin the construction of their story.

5. Homework/Evaluation
For Homework the students will be expected to work with each other to come up with a scene for each component of the Monomyth. The ideas can fit anything, it does not have to be about war, but it does have to fit the Hero archetype. They are given class time to do this, but since they may not have enough time to finish, this will be their homework. For evaluation, a copy of their groups outline will be turned in to ensure it was completed, not for a grade, but to make sure nobody falls behind. 


HOW DID IT GO?  
Evaluation of this will be based on the answers to the following questions:
· How did they do in identifying the milestones of the film?
· Were they enthusiastic about starting their film? 
· Did the students understand the tasks assigned?
          




















Name_____________________________        Archetype Handout             Date______________________


On this page, write down the pieces of the Archetype that are discussed in the appropriate section. Then, you must work to fill in the milestones for your own film.


	Monomyth Milestones
	Saving Private Ryan
	My film

	The Call
The point in the story where the hero is asked called upon to complete a mission.





	
	

	Supernatural aid
Within the story where the hero is given help by a mentor or a higher power. Usually it is a	 weapon of some kind.




	
	

	Refusal of the Call
This is where the Hero second guesses himself, the hero may express a want to change his/her path. The result is usually the hero continuing on the journey



	
	

	The Road of Trials
A collection of tasks or obstacles that stand in the way of the Hero and the mission.




	
	

	
	
	


	Monomyth Milestones
Crossing the threshold
The point of no return, once the hero has crossed the threshold, there is no turning back.






	Saving Private Ryan
	My film

	The Belly of the Whale
This is where the hero is in the most trouble. At this point it seems unlikely that the hero will succeed, all odds are against the hero.










	
	

	The Return
This is where the hero has succeeded and is given the opportunity to return back to life before the 












	
	





Lesson 2      “What do you know about him?”                                           
	                    The Characterization

	                    MOVIE SECTION COVERED IN THIS LESSON
00:04:55-00:05:55 Introduction to Captain John Miller and Sergeant Mike Horvath.
00:15:20-00:15:49 Introduction to Medic Irwin Wade
00:21:20-00:22:10 Introduction to Private Daniel Jackson.
00:25:45-00:27:30 Introduction to Private Stanley Mellish, Private Adrian Caparzo, further characterization of Miller and Horvath.
00:39:40-00:41:15 Introduction to Corporal Timothy Upham.
00:41:43-00:45:45 The 8 walk together for the first time.

WHAT’S ON FOR     
TODAY AND WHY     
To have students understand the use of characterization within the film. Today students will be viewing select scenes in the film that show the directors choices for character building. This is often done with showing the characters alone, or by showing their interactions with others. The characterization is rarely done through explanation of a character’s background, however we see the way they act and make inferences on their personalities. The students will also be looking at a passage from the Novel Saving Private Ryan to see the different choices made between the director and author when introducing Captain John Miller.
	The purpose of this will be to help the students develop knowledge of characterization in film, as they have often learned it through reading printed texts. This is a different skill because the students will be making inferences based on what they see as opposed to what they are explicitly told. This will help them develop some characterization within the film they will be creating, as well as retain these skills and apply them to movies that they regularly watch (not for assignment.)

WHAT TO DO          1.Essential Questions 
Write the essential question on the board so students see it as they walk in. How does the characterization in film differ from that of a novel?

2. Play/Pause/Speak
Show them the first clip of the Introduction to Captain John Miller and Sergeant Mike Horvath. Ask them how they think the novel would show this scene. Ask them to write it down.



3. Look at the Novel
Give out the Handout for the novel and choose students to read each section aloud. Ask them how this compares to that of the film. Have them discuss the differences between the character development explicitly written in the novel and what was shown in the film. 

 4. Play/Pause/Speak
Show the students each of the remaining clips and discuss the decisions made by the director, as well as the writer to develop the other main characters. Also mention the only German introduced is “Steamboat Willie.” We learn to feel sorry for him and he deceives us. This coincides with the demonizing of the enemy in war.

5. Film Ensembles: Planning 
Students will be given the remaining time to work in their film groups to brainstorm how they will be building the characterization in their film. During this time I will be circulating the class, giving assistance where it is necessary.

4. Homework/Evaluation
Students will be asked to work together online and discuss how they will develop their characters in their films. They will be expected to come up with different ways that they can show things about their characters without explicitly telling. The students will be asked to bring in a printed version of their online conversation to ensure they worked on their characterization. The further assessment will be that their work they have prepared will be reflected in their film. If the students use some of the components learned in this lesson in the film they create, they will have demonstrated knowledge of characterization in film. 

HOW DID IT GO?  
Evaluation of this will be based on the answers to the following questions:
· Were the students interested in improving their skills of character development in order to enhance their own movie?
· Were they engaged while comparing the novel to the movie?          














Handout 1

saving private ryan
a novel
 by
max allan collins 

based on the 
screenplay
by
Robert rodat

In one of the Latter-a Higgins boat, named after its inventor, Andrew Jackson Higgins, Jr., who made his fortune selling speedy boats to bootleggers (and speedier ones to the Coast Guard)-Captain John H. Miller of Addley, Pennsylvania, sat with his men, “new meat” fresh out of Basic.
Miller, Charlie Company, Second Ranger Battalion, was not a career soldier; his rank reflected escalating battlefield commissions, earned by surviving Arzew in North Africa, Gela in Sicily, and Salerno in Italy. He was thirty-eight years old and by far the oldest man on the flat-bottomed landing craft, a small taxi cab of combat piloted by a single navy coxswain, a big trough of humans with a gait waiting to empty them onto a beach that could not yet be seen.
As baby-faced as any of his men, with clean-shaven, soft features betrayed by ancient eyes, Miller-like all survivors of multiple combat campaigns-knew all too well that he was a fugitive from the law of averages. How many sevens in a row can one man roll in the same game?
His hand might have been shaking dice, at that-but it was just shaking. And this was no game. He hoped his boys had not seen his trembling hand. He stared at it, willing it to stop, forcing the fear back within him, and the flesh obeyed.
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Lesson 3      “What do you see?”                                           
	                    The Art of Cinematography

	                    MOVIE SECTION COVERED IN THIS LESSON
00:01:00-00:10:30 Opening scene of sun shinning through flag, the Veteran’s Memorial, and D-Day battle at Omaha beach.
2:30:38-2:42:15 Final battle at the bridge, the Veteran’s Memorial, closing scene of sun shinning through the flag.
00:22:00-00:22:23 American soldiers shooting the dead German soldier.
00:48:10-00:48:55 German soldiers shooting the dead American soldier.
00:25:03-00:25:24 American soldiers killing two surrendering men.
02:34:15-02:34:55 Corporal. Upham shooting Steamboat Willie.

WHAT’S ON FOR     
TODAY AND WHY     
To have students understand the use of cinematography as a tool for story telling,   we will view and discuss several selections that use various techniques to change the feel of the movie through the lens of the camera. This will include the use of close-ups, mid shots, long shots, establishing shots, rhyming shots, as well as the use of the shaking camera for battle scenes. It is important for the students to understand the different effects that a close up could have in showing emotion during a scene as opposed to a mid or long shot. This film’s cinematography has been praised for many reasons, one being its groundbreaking hand held cameras made the movie like an old 1940’s newsreel. (That is the effect Spielberg intended.)   
	Students will watch these scenes and discuss the techniques that are being used to have a better understanding of them for use within the movie they will be filming at the closing of this unit. By understanding the concepts of cinematography, students will be able to apply this to their films, as well as watch other movies with the same deep critical analysis.

WHAT TO DO          1.Essential Questions 
Write the essential question on the board so students see it as they walk in. What is   the significance of Cinematography, and how does it affect the viewer’s interpretation of film?

 2. Play/Pause/Speak
Show the students each clip and discuss the decisions made by the cinematographer in cooperation with the director to convey the scene’s message. Also point out the different shots being used. For the two longer clips it is more important to understand the flow of shots than to view both clips in their entirety. 

3. Film Ensembles: Planning 
Students will be given time to work in their film groups to brainstorm how they will be shooting the scenes of their film. During this time I will be circulating the class, giving assistance where it is necessary.

4. Homework/Evaluation
Students will be asked to watch any scene they choose from the film and be expected to submit a post on VOXOPOP explaining the significance of a particular shot used. This will not only act as assessment for the day, but the students will be given the opportunity to hear more ideas form their peers. This will also ensure that all students share their ideas, not just those who spoke up in class. 

HOW DID IT GO?
     Evaluation of this will be based on the answers to the following questions:
· Were the students sharing their ideas of the importance of cinematography?
· Did the students understand the shots discussed?
· How engaged are they in the discussion?
· Did they struggle with the VOXOPOP assignment?














Lesson 4     “Why is it raining in Neuville?”                                           
	                    The Directors Little Secrets

	                    MOVIE SECTION COVERED IN THIS LESSON
00:04:00-00:04:13 Old Ryan and his Airborne pin
00:25:00-00:25:40  Two Americans shooting two Czech soldiers surrendering.
00:45:45-00:47:00  Raining during the battle of Neuville.
00:51:50-00:52:55 Private Caparzo plays piano.
02:22:54      pause  SS patch on Mellish’s killer
02:25:00-02:25:35 Mellish stabbed by SS 

WHAT’S ON FOR     
TODAY AND WHY     
Today is a lesson in which we will be looking into the deepest analysis of the film. These few scenes that will be shown are important to the film because they carry messages that are significant to the overall picture. Some of them are important for the plot, and others are gifts to the extra observant. By the students learning to consider these very intense details while watching the film, they will develop a skill set that will make them more analytical when watching other films.
	Each of these scenes is important. We do not know who the old man is in the beginning of the movie. If we focus on the airborne pin that appears on his coat, we can assume that it is indeed Private Ryan of the 101st airborne. This is not something that most people pick up on the first viewing, especially since we do not know that he is in the 101st airborne till later in the film. But the pin matches the one we see on his arm later in Ramelle. 
	By a student learning to make these connections, they are able to pickup on small details that will be beneficial to the understanding of the overall plot. This is also significant as a director to understand these skills because it allows you not only to connect scenes, but also to convey deeper meaning of more emotion. As the students watch these scenes and complete the handout, they will gain a better understanding of deep critical analysis of film.

WHAT TO DO          1.Essential Questions 
Write the essential question on the board so students see it as they walk in. How important is it to look deeply into films? Can two people view the same film in different ways? How can directors provide deeper meaning to a film?



2.Play/Pause/Ask
Break the students up into their film groups. 
· Show the first clip of the old man in the Veterans Memorial. Ask what the significance is behind showing us that the old man is a member of the Airborne. Tell them to talk about it among their groups. 

· Show the clip of the two Americans shooting the Czech soldiers, explain the men are saying, "Please don't shoot me, I am not German, I am Czech, I didn't kill anyone, I am Czech!" Ask why the director did not put subtitles, this scene would be completely misinterpreted without knowing this information. The Americans look mean because they kill the surrendering men, but this adds new levels of shame.

· Show the clip of the rain beginning and escalating as the gunfire does the same as the 8 enter Neuville. Ask students what it could represent as these two are so closely linked for this scene.

· Show the clip of Private Caparzo being shot and smashing the piano. Point out that the first piano noise is made during the shot and not when Caparzo hits the piano. Ask the students what effect the piano has on the scene. The noise rings out without holding down the keys, a normal piano would not do this so we know that the director is making an attempt to add dramatic music during Caparzo’s death, as there is no music otherwise, just rain and gunfire.

· Show the clip of the member of the SS killing Mellish. Ask the students why it would be significant for this character to be killed by a member of Hitler’s Secret Police.   

3. Bring it to a class discussion
After the students have worked on their ideas for each clip, have them share them with the group. This will allow students to hear each others work. While the class is discussing each clip, interject with important facts the students may not know, such as the SS being responsibly for most of the crimes involved with the Nazi Party, as well as what the Germans called the Ost [East] Battalions were men - mostly Czech and Polish - taken prisoner in eastern European countries invaded by Germany and forced into the German army. (IMDB.com)

4. Homework/Evaluation
Students will hand in their group’s ideas on each of the scenes. One paper must be handed in per group. Students will be evaluated based on participation within their groups, which the teacher will assess by walking around and watching the students while in their groups. For homework the students will work on small ideas that could add depth to their films. They are to come up with at least one thing that may help their film. Students will also be asked to brainstorm for their movie, tomorrow they will have class time to working on dialogue and acting.  


HOW DID IT GO?  
Evaluation of this will be based on the answers to the following questions:
· Were the students willing to share in groups?
· How were the group ideas they produced? Did they coincide with the general theme of the lesson? 
· Did the students understand the tasks assigned? Did they seem interested?          

 




















Lesson 5   “Almost ready for film”                                           
	                    Putting the skills to work 
WHAT’S ON FOR     
TODAY AND WHY     
Today is where all of the ideas come together to put a movie together. The students will be taking their structure of the story (Monomyth), and combining it with their ideas of characterization to create a shooting script. While they work on that, they will be considering camera shots, and some subtle additions that will enhance the story. Students will be given the period to collaborate ideas in order to get the movie together on paper, so over the weekend they will be able to film it.
	This process is beneficial to the students because not only has the work been demonstrated throughout the lesson, but they are now able to put it into practice, which will serve as the greatest aid in learning the information. By actually completing each section of the lesson, each student will know the feeling of completing a well calculated movie. By being able to create a movie of this caliber, it is safe to say that the students have retained the knowledge necessary to do a deep critical analysis of film as they have done many times before with texts. These skills will stay with them as they will not be able to watch a movie without considering these things.

WHAT TO DO           1.Essential Questions
Written on the board are several questions that will guide students through the day. 
How can I show and not tell? How can I make sure the plot moves along smoothly? What have I learned that will help me in my movie?

2. Get them in Groups
This is a very important day for teaching. The objective is to be available for students that require help, and to manage overseeing all of the groups to ensure people are on schedule. 


3. Homework/Evaluation
For Homework the students will be expected to film their movie over the course of the weekend. I will recommend that students to edit their films on such programs as Windows Movie Maker, or imovie. These programs come with their computers and are easy to use. The students will be evaluated on the finished product. The next class will consist of a film festival and awards ceremony. Students will vote on categories such as Best Picture, Best Actor, Best Actress, Best Actor in a supporting role, Best Actress in a supporting role, Best Cinematography, Best Editing, Best Costume, best Sound, and Best Director. I will grade the students based on how well they have achieved the guidelines of incorporating the skills learned throughout the lesson, plus perhaps bonus points for awards won.

HOW DID IT GO?  
Evaluation of this will be based on the answers to the following questions:
· Was the group work successful?
· Were they engaged in the creating of their movies? 
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